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we were ourselves loth to leave beings so engaging and pleasant
as we had found them. But away we went, taking another view
of the old home of Dai-butsu among the hills that had sheltered
the spot long before he made it sacred-- Long ere great Buddha
strode Upon his calm, colossal, godlike way O er the broad
rolling rivers of Cathay, By the Korean road, And stepping
stormy seas Hither, to mount the golden lotus throne Of Nara,
there to rule and muse alone, Through lingering centuries.
Passing once more the grim gatekeepers, away we rolled,
merrily through the merry morning, past the old temples and
pagodas; among the staring people; between the huge lanterns
of the portal, and on to the westward-spreading plain over
which eleven hundred years ago the imperial sacred city shone.
On our right lay large mounds, the...
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