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papers and a paper with concluding remarks, this volume also contains the short communications of all 115
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takes a central position in biology because insects are the most abundant animal group, half of them are
herbivores and they dominate all terrestrial ecosystems. Knowledge of insect-plant interactions is thus
fundamental to an understanding of the evolution of life on Earth. Two major topics of worldwide concern give
this field an extra dimension. First, large amounts of food crops are still lost due to insect pests. With the
increasing concern for environmental pollution and the subsequent plans to drastically reduce pesticides,
integrated pest management and development of resistant crops become a major focus in agriculture. The
importance of the study of insect-plant relationships is thus continuously augmented. Clearly, successful pest
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