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charities and local school boards provide funding for school lunches in some locations in response to concern
over learning abilities of malnourished students. 1932 Locally organized school lunch programs receive Federal
loans and agricultural surpluses. 1935 The Works Progress Administration ( WPA ) provides labor to schools for
cooking and serving lunches. 1936 USDA becomes authorized to purchase surplus farm commodities and
distribute them to local school lunch programs. 1946 National School Lunch Act ( NSLA ) establishes the NSLP,
which includes the following requirements: Meals must meet minimum nutritional standards Lunches must be
available to low-income students at no cost or reduced price without discrimination Program must be nonpro t
School lunch must use surplus commodities to the extent practical s Schools must report expenditures and
receipts to State educational agencie 1962 NSLA is amended to change funding from grant aid to States to a
guaranteed meal reimbursement, and additional funding is provided to schools with high percentages of low-
income children. 1966 Child Nutrition Act ( CNA ) is signed into law. The act: Combines school foodservice
programs from other agencies into one program under USDA Funds a 2-year pilot project of a school breakfast
program Funds a foodservice equipment assistance program Provides additional funds for schools serving low-
income students, including equipment and administrative costs 1968 Concern over hunger in America increases
political support for school meal programs. CNA is amended to create the Summer Food Service Program and
the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-gram, to fund State administrative expenses, and to...
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