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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.An excerpt of a review from The Philosophical Review, Volume 30: THIS
book, which deals exclusively with the problem of knowledge, aims to prove that there is nothing in connection
with the process of knowing which invalidates knowledge. The author is a realist, and maintains as his thesis
that we know things as they really are. This thesis, so far as | can discover, is not supported by any affirmative
argument, but is regarded as having been established in the event that the grounds which are commonly
alleged for doubting the validity of knowledge can be shown to be false. The argument, therefore, pursues an
indirect course, presenting as proof of its own thesis the disproof of that of its opponent There is, then, no
positive analysis of the phrase, things as they really are. This concept, together with others basic to the
argument, is adopted from popular and scientific thought, and is assumed to be so definite and unquestionable
in meaning as to render investigation entirely superfluous. Thus the author overlooks the opportunity of
making a metaphysical analysis at a crucial point, and spends his energy in an attempt to disprove subjectivism
in philosophy. Mr. Laird examines two main theses of the subjectivist, (1) that mental objects intervene between
the mind and things, and (2) that the mind in the process of knowing objects contributes in part its own nature
to them. In case either thesis be true, with a change in the process of knowing comes also a corresponding
change in the thing known. But according to Mr. Laird, each thing has its existence wholly within itself. If it is to
be known as it really...
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