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Reference to the Pharma-Codynamic Standardization of Drugs This Manual of Biochemic Drug Assay Methods
is intended for students of pharmacy, pharmaceutic chemistry and medicine, also for the use of experts
engaged in laboratories devoted to drug standardization work. The data has been collected from monographs,
Government bulletins, papers read before medical and pharmaceutical societies, and also from laboratory
notes containing the results of the author s original research and observations. Much of the original data was
previously contributed in the form of papers to several national and state medical and pharmaceutical
societies, including the American Therapeutic Society, The American Medical .Association, The American
Pharmaceutical Association and The Pennsylvania State Pharmaceutical Association. The authors of much of
the information on the biochemic assay of drugs appearing in the literature assume that the readers are
familiar with the apparatus and technique of the subject. In other words, the literature is written for experts
rather than to teach beginners. There is, therefore, a field for a work explaining in detail the methods and
apparatus employed for pharmacodynamic standardization. Such a volume is demanded by the rapid
advance in the scientific knowledge of drugs as therapeutic agents. It is commencing to be realized by
physicians that drugs should be instruments of precision. Chemical assay and standardization is suHicient to
render them so when they contain active principles of such character as to permit their identification and
isolation in the pure form by chemical methods. But there is another class of drugs not amenable to chemic
standardization. Such drugs as digitalis, ergot, cannabis indica, etc., do not lend themselves to standardization
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