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of Maine in the Senate of the United States, Tuesday, May 29, 1888 When they ask for bread will you give them a
stone; for tab, a serpent? If we have another war it will be on the ocean. Who will man our ships? Eighty-five per
cent, of the sailors on ships in the foreign trade are foreigners, owing the Republic no allegiance, willing to
render her no service. These fisherman are 80 per cent. American citizens, 65 per cent. American birth; inured to
hardship, constantly expected to the perils of the sea, brave, skillful, patriotic, they would respond to a man to
the bugle-call of the country. Why should not the Republic Blond by them when they are in peril, when they are
suffering wrong at the hands of a foreign power? Why, Mr. President, the greatness of a nation consists largely
in its jealous care for its citizens, humble though they may be. King Theodore in 1863 or 1864 took Captain
Cameron, an Englishman, prisoner, incarcerated him in the fortress of Magdala, on the top of a mountain 9,000
feet above the level of the sea. The Queen of Great Britain demanded his release; the King refused. Great Britain
embarked at Bombay 4,000 British soldiers and 10,000 Sepoy s, landed them on the coast, marched them 400
miles through swamps and morasses, under a burning sun, led them up the mountain heights, gave battle to
the enemy, battered down the wall, took that citizen like a brand from the burning, carried him down across
the swamps and marshes, placed him on board a ship,...
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