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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1855. Excerpt: . . . l)e dottrse of Empire. BY JOHN M. HOLMES. Westward the course of Empire takes
its way. The four first acts already past; The fiEh shall close the drama with the day, Times noblest oFspring is
its last. Bishop Berkeley. L Mother of nations! on thy stricken brow, Sad with the shadows of remembered glory,
When thou on earths primeval thrones didst rule. The orient realm of mystery and story; The death-dew
freezeth for an awful crown, Mocking the magic of thine old renown. But yet thou hast a royal power--a power
that cannot die, Till all the trampling centuries have sobbed and thundered by: For thou art lord of the pleasant
lands; the boundless lands that lie In the golden light--the endless light of the realm of Memoet. II. Shadowy
specters dim and vast, Seem to glide along the past; Methinks I see a warrior gray, Waving a banner far away;
And a sudden flash Of a conquerors sword by Babels stream. And the air is stirred by a muFled clash, Like the
din of a soldiers dream. Again the leaden air is stirred; Hark! the red skies articulate a voice, As if their jaws
would never more rejoice With welcome to a happy bird. A fearful word With deluge-tongue along the earth is
poured. An awful word That stabs the peaceful valleys like a sword-- Hail to the might of Ashurs conquering
lord. IIL The flush has faded from the cheek of Time. Assyrias...
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