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Coch Caerphilly is by very much the most extensive castle in
Wales, and is reputed to cover, with its outworks and
earthworks, about thirty acres. The castle owes its celebrity to
its great extent, and to the peculiar manner in which one of its
towers has been thrown out of the perpendicular, by the forces
employed for its destruction. It possesses few associations with
historical events. But one sovereign is certainly known to have
visited it. It is not, like Kidwelly or Cardiff, the head of a feudal
honour or lordship, nor is it surrounded by any franchise or
barony. It has not even received the barren dignity of
conferring a title of honour upon any of its numerous
possessors. It has been celebrated by no bard, and even
mentioned only by one. Neither does Caerphilly possess many
sources of intrinsic interest. It boasts not the architectural
decorations of Caernarvon, the commanding position of
Conway, or the picturesque beauty of Raglan. About the...
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